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Preface
The Mekong River runs through six countries, from China to Vietnam, and the usage and management of water resources are different in each country. The Mekong River Commission (MRC) plays an important role in collecting various kinds of information about the lower Mekong and in strengthening the integrated water resources management capacity. However, the history of each country in the region is quite complex, and the scientific knowledge of water resources is still very limited in some areas.
Although adequate information on forest hydrology is lacking in some countries, the practical knowledge of others is quite useful in this region because of the many similarities in their natural environments. As a result, we organized an International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) conference, “The Forest Environment in Continental River Basins; with a focus on the Mekong River,” so that scientists in related fields could meet and share their knowledge of the region for the purpose of good forest management with a focus on water resources.


We were greatly pleased that the meeting provided a good opportunity not only for researchers but also for many university students to learn of the research activities on forest ecosystems, hydrology, and forest management. It was the first such conference on forest research in Cambodia, and there were several difficulties that had to be overcome. However, it proved enjoyable for everyone to work together to make the conference a success.

We believe the conference was productive and has resulted in this volume, among other things, which we are proud to present to our colleagues around the world. The book consists of three parts, each contributing to a better understanding of the Mekong River basin: forest hydrology, forest management, and forest ecology. The chapters of the book are based on full papers that were collected after the conference, with each paper being sent to two peer reviewers. The papers were designated as either research papers or technical papers, according to the evaluations of the reviewers.


We would like to acknowledge IUFRO and IUFRO-J for their understanding and support of the conference. We are grateful to the Forestry Administration (FA) of Cambodia and to the Japan International Cooperation Agency in Cambodia for their valuable contributions to the conference. The FA opened a secretariat’s office and assigned full-time assistants to the conference. We express our thanks to the Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute (FFPRI) and staff members who helped the editors to accomplish their goal. We also thank staffs of Springer Japan for keeping in close contact with us and making possible the publication of this book. 
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